THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
manded by a landsman, the Duke of Medina Sidonia, but that,
after all, was in the habit of the time; more significant is the
fact that he was very doubtful of success. His force must
necessarily consist mainly of transports, to the lessening of its
fighting power; the English reputation for seamanship was
deservedly high, and the supply of English ships very large;
he would have to fight very far from any base, with no harbours
available, save the one bad port of Dunkirk, for the Dutch rebels
held the ports of the North Sea and the English and the French
those of the Channel. The attack would be hampered by great
numbers of soldiers, while the defence was free to concentrate
wholly upon seamanship and marine gunnery, in which art land
gunners were almost useless, being unaccustomed to train guns
from a moving platform. Certain critics on the Spanish side
were even so well acquainted with the true state of affairs that
they appreciated the great advantage which the English would
have from the type of their craft, which sailed closer to the wind
than the Spanish transports could. A myth has arisen that the
Armada was called "Invincible" by the Spanish—it is difficult
to trace the origin of this legend; it grew up perhaps out of
a chance phrase used by the Pope, who had spoken generally
and flatteringly of Philip's "invincible arms." The mass of
uninstructed opinion exaggerated the Spanish chances, as it
always exaggerates the chances of whatever has been powerful
in the immediate past, but those most in touch with the
practical side of the business, the sailors, were also those who
were most in doubt of success.
The English attitude towards the Armada was confused. The
official version that the whole country was enthusiastic for the
cause of the Cecils and Protestantism, or even for the repelling
of the effort mainly because it was launched by a foreigner, is
nonsense. The great quarrel of the time was still the religious
quarrel, the crushing out of Catholicism in England by the
Cecils; and though Protestantism had large support by 1588, it
was still sincerely felt by no more than a minority. Had it been
possible to land Spanish troops there would certainly have been
a violent and widespread Catholic rising*
No one appreciated this better than Elizabeth herself,
and she trimmed her policy accordingly. She took great care
not to compromise herself by giving too enthusiastic a personal
weight to the preparations made by Cecil's Government; she
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